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Dear Friends,

I would like (0 wish you on befalf of your Commttee the best
for Chestmas zand the New Yo, | am sure that you will join with
e, 1o wish for Laperouse Museum the best for 1997,

"This year has not boen @ good yesr for the Museumny, but there is,
for the fiast e in eght years, a real chance that our Museum
will begin 1o move forward after a long penod of stsi

For those who luve nat followed the events of 1996, ket me sum-
urise our curent position. Your commitier hiss boen frustiated
for many years by the: lack of cumtonal leadership and adminis-
frative frumework underpinning development of the. Museum.
Qur aiticism has never been levelled a any individual, bocause
Job dlescriptions macke il impassbie for anyone o focus on the
needs of the Musewn. For example, there has never been a plan
developed for the Museum, there have boen no special exhibi-
tions n cight yeurs, there is no lecture of workshop programme:
lox the Friends or interested people, no links have been devel-
oped with other institutes, and no leadlership has
been provided for the Fnends to fadlitite Museum development,
noguisitions, etc, We recognised the centml impostance of the
Instrument Room to enabie the Museum & partiapxie 25 2 mod-
em faclity, and we provicksd over $50,000 for the renovation of
this root.

As a result of stong subsmissions from the Friends, the Ministry
tor the Ars held a workshop 1o examine & mnge of issues relat-
ed to the Museum eardy m 1996, but unforunately this peocess
pot off track - [ summarised the details in my presentation o the
Annual General Meeting in November At that mecting T sulnm-
ted my resgnation, becausse of the fullure ©© progress the future
of the Museum.

Carter, our fid cuseor and now Manager of the

Jennifer :
Sydney Desrict of the National Padks and Wildlife Service has,

however, made some imposant commitments. She: proposad at
the AGM 10 estiblish a position which will have curtorial respor-
sability throughout Sydney District but spedifically for Laperouse
Museum and the Quaranting Stavon af Manly. ‘This pasition
woukl in the fist 12 months be bused at Laperouse Museum. A
second option may be a manager responsible for Laperouse
Museum with full corsonal responssdfities solely for the
Museumn. The precase manure of the fimal position, which shoukd
b @ pemanent appo is dependent to some extent on
the implications m Paper 10 be considered by the
Premier

Wee decided to Jeave a call for nominations for Presidency and the
Copnmittee vintil Eaperous: Day (Febnury 23ed) when we shoukd
b 0 a position to assess both the promised option plan from the
Government, and the development of Jennifer’s commitment. |
also have an encoomgng lettes from Rear Adiiral Bellee
regarding @ travelling exhibition 10 include the Musée de b
Masine (in Pans) and the Laperouse Musaum. 1 bope all Uus
means we are on the threshold of a nes ena! There has also been
promised extensive renovations to the fabric of the building, so
urgendy needed

So, the New Year will be of great importance 1o our Museum,
Please put Laperouse Day (Hebruary 23ed) in your dinry now, foe
the Extoordinary Mocting at which we will  disouss the
Government’s Optons Paper for the Museum, the funure of the
Museum, and re-chect our commétee. Wee will send details of the
meeding 10 you in the New Year, with any update on dscussions
refevant 1o the Museum's future

With Ixsst wishes.

Yours sincerely

Robert Clancy

Coming Events

« Pére Receveur Celebration Mass - Sun. 16 February 1997
-11 am: will be held on the veramnda and grounds in front

of the Laperouse Museum

plenie 10 enpry afferwarnds. . Gorry no dogsd

« Laperouse Day - Sun. 23 February 1997

-11 am: Ceremony at the monument

-11.30 am: Reception followed by Friends of Laperouse Museum

meeting extraordinaire in the Instrument Room

Join with Father Pat, priest o Maroubry pansh and
Pére Jan, priest 1o Sydney's francophone community
Bring Dats, dsns, o, claldren, fiends and aebtions ogether with a

M Thierry Viteau, Consul General [or Franoe attend-
ed the AGM. He spoke at length wlxot bis own and
11LE the Ambassador foe Frunoe M. Girard's disons-
sions and conespondence with the Hon. Bob Carr
over the furure of the Museam. With so many issues
unresolved and the Options Paper preparcd by Mre
David Ellis, Stite Musenms Marnager, sull awaiting the
Premier's atenuon, Mr Vitesu undertook o send hun
yet another letter resstating the concerns o Franoe
and the French community in Austrde,
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Organised and accompanied by Mme Catherine Viteau, wife of
the Consal General for France, and Mes Mardon Law their peos-
ident, 3 lange group of members of the Sydney Consuba
Women's Club were among our mcst interested and apprecative
violtes 10 thie Museumn this year

Return of the French Navy

In October the French Navy's “La Nivose™ paid o wel-
come return visit o Sydney. Her Caplain with several
officers and crew members joined the Attaché de
Défence Commandant Alamercery and French war
veterans tor the tmdinonal wreusth-laying ceremony at
the monument.

All were then welcomed in the Instrument Room for
morning coffee by Ms Jennifer Carter, Manager of
Sydney District of NPWS, and Mr Stephen
Thompson, Ading Curator of the Museum. There
was even time for a briel museum tour 1o re-discover
their illustnious predecessor’s great and tmgic voyage

A happy coincidence

While her husband M. Dominique Bur lHaut
Commissaire de [a Republique in New Caledlonia,
met with the Minister for Foreign Affairs the Hon
Alexander Downer, (o realliim the tes of friend-
ship and goodwill berween France and Australia,
his wife Mme Bur found tme to visit the Museum,
the very symbol of these ties.

A parting gift

Yann and Simone Tardif have been especially
generous friends of the Muscum during their 6
years in Australia. Who could forget the time und
effort they put in to making crépes at o grand
pique-nique one year! Thank you Yann and Simone
for the beautiful print from the Laperouse Atlas
which you ¢onated to the Museum last year It both
enriches the Museum Collection and gives us all
something to remember you by

Letter from the Honourable Bob Carr MP to Charles Abela
Chairman of Laperouse Precinct Committee and Friends
committee member.,

Dear Mr Abela,

Thank youo for your letter of 2 December in which you reaffirmed
your suppoit for the Laperouse Museum and expressexd your oon-
cerns for the need for community Galities as 4 part of the gener-
al use of tw Cable Station

1 have now reovived and considered an options paper on the
future operations of the Museum and have endorsed the recom-
mendations made in it by the Mimstry

In summary the National Parks and Wildlife Service will retiun
management of the museum bt broaden s functions to include
thut of a vasitor centre which will incorporate the broader history
of the wea, incuding indigenous and English colonial @l envi-
ronmental themes, while relaining a  more  focussed
French/Taperouse exhibition,

The building will be renamex! the Luperouse Museum and Visitors
Centre, Botany Bay National Park to reflect this broadening of
functions.

I will ensure your concerns o ing community access 10 the
Cable Station are brought 1o the httention of the Ministry for the
Ans and the National Parks and Wildlife service, Over the coming
months they will be working together to implement these changes
and 1o assist in reshaping this museum into & maore vizble formud
which will meet the gouls of the French and Aboniginal commu
nitics, Fricnds of the Muscum and local community groups. Funds
of up 1o $20.000 will be made available by the Ministiry for the Arts
1o assist in this process

I believe the changes as outlined will cnable the Laperouse
Museum to become a vital resource for Jocal communities and to
represent the rich and varied history of this important presarn s
well as continuing to be o foms for French celebrations: in
Ausiralia

Your continued interest in the musceum is greatly appreciated

Yours sincerely,
s Ty,

Bob Carr, M
Premics and Minister for the Ans

Planning a reception or a party ?
Why not have it in the Muscum or the Instrument
Room ?

e Laperouse Muscum -cocktaits §75.00 per hour
only steading 75 minimum 3 houss
elnstrument Room -seats 75 §75.00 per hour
tocdudes vemadah for donks only
25% ciscount for members of Friends of Liporouse Muscsm
* No parking probicins
* Stephen Thompson, the Museum Acting Curason cun sup
ply names andd details of various cierers used 1o workiog on
sige with avadluble fucilitses.

’

Curator’s report
The Cahle Statson exienor will Ix: repainted during January 97. Thes will
involve using a vinyl based paint that will sdlow the: wadls 1o breathe tus
addressing the moisture problems in the walis of the galleries
Tours continue 10 be healthy and we are getting increased Probus and
specilised groups 1o the Museum
The Ste Library will be collecting their painting Lowis X VI giing bis
instractions o laperowse in January 97 loe a major exhibaion at the
Mitchell library titled “Fossessions”. During preparations for the exhi-
bition the painting will under go major conservation work
Stephen Thopson
Acting Curator

Uhnvgere: D11 Cuaphie Arls




